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About Early Childhood Intervention Australia (ECIA).  

ECIA is the peak body for services funded to work with children with disabilities and their families in the years prior to school.  It has a national and State/Territory structure and a membership drawn from across departmental staff, large disability and children’s service agencies, small community organisations and parents.  This membership reflects the diverse ways in which services to young children and their families are provided nationally.

ECIA is the only national association focused on the education and development of children with disabilities in the early years regardless of diagnosis. Its biennial National Conference offers the only national forum to discuss advances across the sciences in relation to best practice for young children with disabilities prior to school. In 2008 the Sydney ECIA conference incorporated the first and only national forum of the Inclusion and Professional Support Program.



Chapter 2

Recommendation 1.

ECIA supports the core structure of the IPSP as consisting of:

· Localised professional support (Inclusion Support Facilitators)
· Support for additional service capacity (Inclusion Support Subsidy)
· Professional development (Professional Support Co-ordinators and IPSUs)

Recommendation 2.

ECIA recommends that the terms ‘inclusion’ and ‘professional’ capacity be aligned with the desired outcomes of the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF). Inclusion should mean participation in an educational program which supports children to achieve EYLF outcomes.  Professional capacity in services need to be developed to ensure staff have the knowledge and skills to achieve these outcomes.

Recommendation 3.

ECIA recommends that the relationship between the Inclusion Support Facilitators and Early Childhood Intervention programs supporting children in child care be formalised so that services are complimentary and children gain the maximum benefit.



Recommendation 4.

ECIA recommends that the purpose of the Inclusion Support Subsidy be redesigned so that its principle purpose is to assist children achieve the outcomes identified by the EYLF, with specific expectations about what should be done and what should be achieved.

Recommendation 5.

ECIA recommends the establishment of a national Professional Support Coordinator (PSC) which is responsible for developing and disseminating best practice in the inclusion of children with disabilities.  The transition from the earlier Resource and Training Agencies to a PSC model has lost focus on the specific challenges, research evidence and practices related to children with disabilities.

Recommendation 6.

ECIA recommends that measurement and assessment criteria be developed in relation to the different target groups for the IPSP.  The issues facing children with disabilities and other learning difficulties need to be recognised as distinct from the needs of children from indigenous backgrounds and children who have been refugees or require humanitarian support.  

These differences need to be clearly identified in any outcomes measures.
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Recommendation 7 

ECIA recommends the continued strengthening of the IPSP and increasing resources to those regions experiencing population growth and growth in Child Care Services.  This should not be achieved by weakening services in other regions.

Recommendation 8 

ECIA recommends that a strategy be put in place to increase the level of collaboration between State/Territory funded and Australian Government funded early childhood services at a regional level.

Recommendation 9 

ECIA recommends that the qualifications of all staff employed through the IPSP, including ISS, are systematically increased in recognition of the complexity of the children that are involved, the skills required by staff and the need to ensure all children achieve outcomes consistent with the EYLF.

Recommendation 10 

ECIA recommends that the assessment of ‘inclusion capacity’ used in Service Support Plans be aligned to best practice research and the EYLF outcomes for children.  One function of a national PSC focused on the inclusion of children with disabilities would be a clearing house for best practices in including children with disabilities.

Recommendation 11 

ECIA recommends that the level of funding for the ISS be increased to the level where the cost to services is not a justifiable argument for exclusion or a defence against discrimination.  The funding level needs to be sufficient to ensure all children achieve the EYLF outcomes.
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Recommendation 13 

ECIA recommends the funding of a national PSC with a focus on disability, which is responsible for improving knowledge and skills in the area of children with disabilities and which is discrete from the PRCs which are focused on overall quality issues.

Recommendation 14 

ECIA supports the continuation of the IPSUs and the development of knowledge and skills in the area of indigenous children and which is discrete from the PRCs which are focused on overall quality issues.



Thank you for your consideration of this submission.
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